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Lawrence Township, Ohio— 6 July 2020 — The Lawrence Township Trustees would 

like to announce some facts and reasoning surrounding the extended contract negotiations with 

North Lawrence Fire Department, Inc. (NLVFD Inc.) to dispel any rumors or misinformation.  

Timeline Overview: 

• NLVFD Inc. was contracted to cover a part of Lawrence Township until Dec 31, 

2019. 

• The Township Trustees and NLVFD Inc. entered negotiations in 2019 but were 

unable to come to an agreement by the end of 2019. 

• An MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) was signed for NLVFD Inc. to 

continue serving the township contracted areas until end of March. Both parties 

agreed. 

• Due to the Coronavirus outbreak, meetings were limited and postponed and 

another MOU was signed to continue services until end of June. NLVFD Inc. was 

paid for their services under the previous contract rate until end of June. 

• During the last month, Trustees met with NLVFD Inc. representatives, in order to 

secure continued services, however no agreement was met. 

• On June 11th, NLVFD Inc. met with Trustees one last time to attempt to reach an 

agreement. A final lowest, best offer was given for services to the Trustees by 

NLVFD Inc. That figure was $131,400 plus a $10,000 increase each year for the 
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next 2 years of the contract. NLVFD Inc. indicated that this would not be the only 

increases as they wished to be closer to $200,000 for their contract services. 

• The following were among the rejected previous offers by NLVFD Inc.: 

o Become part of Lawrence Township with the anticipation of sharing equal 

funds between both departments and with the understanding we would 

work toward a Fire District with Canal Fulton in order to make services 

equal, more efficient, and reduce duplication of equipment and staff 

between all 3 departments. 

o $90,000/ year plus an extra $20,000 to pay for NLVFD Inc. to transfer 

dispatching services to RED Center to bring all 3 departments onto one 

dispatch center and to make dispatching more effective and expedient. 

o $90,000/ year plus and extra $15,000 for purchase of Battery powered 

Jaws of Life for NLVFD Inc.  

o In previous years, NLVFD Inc. was afforded $10,000 per year by the 

Trustees for education and training, however approximately $60,000 was 

not utilized by NLVFD Inc.  

• On June 29th at a regular meeting, Lawrence Township Trustees voted 2-1 to 

continue services with NLVFD Inc. through the end of the year under another 

MOU at last contracted rate and then cancel the contract and provide services 

with current staffing. The trustees refused to increase levies and taxes to pay the 

amount NLVFD Inc. was demanding, during a worldwide pandemic. 
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• The following measures are being taken because of this decision: 

o LT Trustees are working with the City of Canal Fulton to lease and 

renovate the Fire Station at 393 Milan St S on the border of Lawrence 

Township to continue to service the Southwest part of the township. 

o This station will be staffed with 2 firefighters, an ambulance, and firetruck 

in order to respond to all types of incidents in the Twp. from current 

staffing. 

o This station will need some renovation in order to improve the living 

quarters. 

• Further facts: 

o NLVFD Inc. is a private fire department that also services other townships 

such as Tuscarawas and Baughman. 

o Residents wishing to continue to utilize NLVFD Inc. may call them 

directly for medical emergencies. 

o Lawrence Township intends on continuing to reciprocate mutual aid to 

NLVFD Inc. when needs arise. 

 

 

 

For Information: 

Contact Name: Mark Stewart 

Phone Number: 330-854-2456 Ext 213 

Email: mstewart@lawrencetwp-oh.org 


